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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF MINOR RESEARCH PROJECT 

‘Socio-Economic Analysis of Rural Women in Agriculture with 
Special Reference to Sangli District’  

[A MRP Submitted to the University Grants Commission, WRO, Pune] 
 

*************** 

Agriculture plays a pivotal role in the Indian economy. Although its 

contribution to gross domestic product (GDP) is now around one sixth, it provides 

employment to 56 per cent of the Indian workforce. Women occupation in 

agriculture in India is between 60-80 percent. Women play a significant and 

crucial role in agricultural development and allied fields. The nature and extent of 

women’s involvement in agriculture, no doubt, varies greatly from region to 

region. The crucial roles of women in agriculture, allied occupations and 

household activities have, however, been underestimated and undervalued. 

Therefore, it is high time that this issue is discussed and deliberated in order to 

sensitize people about its potentiality, prospects and obstacles and charting the 

course of actions. The present study was generated useful information on various 

aspects of involvement of women in different on farm and off farm activities, 

decision-making and economic contribution by them. This study, therefore, is of 

great significance in creating data base for a fuller understanding of the existing 

situation and also for the course of action to be taken in future. The focus of 

present study is on understanding the nature and socio-economic condition of 

rural women in agriculture in Sangli district.   

The present research project is mainly divided into six chapters i.e. 

Introduction, Review of the Literature, Research Methodology, Profile of Sangli 

District and Selected Villages, Socio-Economic Analysis of Women in 

Agriculture, Summary and Conclusion followed by Bibliography and Appendix. 



The introductory chapter first presents background of research work, 

nature and extent of involvement of women in agriculture, women’s contribution 

in agriculture and allied activities, socio-economic aspects of women in rural areas 

in India and main challenges faced by female farmers in agriculture sector. 

The Chapter second is designed to Review of the Literature and elaborates 

quite a few studies which have been conducted to understand the problem, socio-

economic condition of rural women in agriculture, Contribution/ Role of women 

to agriculture & livestock, employment of women in Indian agricultural sector, 

contribution of women to household income and expenditure, factors affecting 

participation of woman in household decision making, gender discrimination issue 

faced by agricultural women and challenges for agricultural women. 

The chapter third has been devoted to present significance of the study and 

proper research methodology adopted. The chapter fourth has been devoted to 

present the socio-economic profile of Sangli district and selected villages in the 

context of agriculture. It includes location, population, agricultural cropping 

pattern, climate and rainfall, etc. This chapter is purely based on secondary 

sources.  

The chapter fifth examines the socio-economic condition of rural women 

in agriculture. This chapter contains personal, social and family background and 

living Condition of the rural women in agriculture, the work and saving profile of 

the rural women, the impact of mechanization on the rural women in agriculture, 

the role of rural women in decision-making, information towards government 

schemes and their attitude towards trade union. 

The Chapter sixth gives summary of the analysis of the study, findings, 

conclusions and suggestions for the sustainable livelihood of rural women in 

agriculture of Sangli district. It also highlights on the proper efforts are needed for 

the betterment of rural women in agriculture of Sangli district as well as to sustain 

a livelihood. 
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